place his son deputised for the father. The son felt that he coi
show himself at best, as youngsters should, and explained to 1
Kin^ the episode ofSita being carried away by Ravana, the Raksns
Chief. The lecturer said that Sri Rama was in extreme sorn
and was lamenting over Sita 's loss. Kulasekhara's impressional
mind was, upset. He was visualising Sri Rama in this lamenta
condition called out for his army chief to get prepared to mva
Lanka, fight out Ravana, release Sita from captivity, and fe1
Her back to Sri Rama. Soon the palace became disturbed w
anxious activity; the courtiers were agitated. This commoti
reached the ear of the elder teacher the father who immediate
rushed to the King and cried out that Sita had been taken ba
triumphantly from Lanka and that she was safe with Her spou
Sri Rama. As Kulasekhar heard this, he heaved a sigh of reli
He repaired to his bed and after a spell of sleep, he became norn
again.

King Kulasekharafs palace was freely accessible to all Vaish
vites, much to the annoyance of the ministers of the Court. Th
hatched out a plot to drive away these 'intruders/ from the pala
as they imagined they were creating nuisance to the administratic
A valuable Navaratnamala was reported missing from the ro]
treasury; and officers pointed their combined fingers to the Bhagr
vathas who, they said, would have stolen the property.  T
Devotee King would not believe this accusation against th^
devotees, the Lord's servents; and towards this end, he work
out a dangerous test. A black cobra was arranged to be fatch
in a pitcher and the King, to the consternation of all arounc
put his hand in to the pitcher stating that if any or all the Bhagavath
had stolen the jewel, let the cobra bite him (the King). A dread f
immolation as this, the courtiers did never anticipate. The cob
was taken out by the King to the surprising shock to all. It slid'
out of the hands of the Devotee King and disappeared into t
nearby bush. The officers fell prostate before the King, admitt
their guilt, described their ruse and prayed for pardon.  T:

King excused them though he was sad to learn the vagaries
the Court. He left the Kingdom in charge of his officers ai
went on a pilgrimage in the country. On return he installed 1"
son on the throne and freed himself from all Kingly responsibilitic
He settled himself as a Devotee near Azhwar Timnagari for lit
long concentration on God and His attributes. His verses <
Deities in general and Lord Srinivasa in particular are of an arrestii
and bewitching kind.

May our culture and existence be modelled after this lovab
Devotee.